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SUPERVISION OF MEDICAL ASSISTANTS BY PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS 

Under the provisions of Business and Professions Code section 2069(a)(1), a medical 
assistant may administer medication only by intradermal, subcutaneous, or 
intramuscular injections and perform skin tests and additional technical supportive 
services upon the specific authorization and supervision of a licensed physician and 
surgeon or a licensed podiatrist. A medical assistant may also perform all these tasks 
and services upon the specific authorization of a physician assistant, a nurse 
practitioner, or a certified nurse-midwife. 

However, supervision of a medical assistant for the above-mentioned tasks and 
supportive services may be delegated to the physician assistant under provisions of 
Section 2069(a)(2) of the Business and Professions Code, which states: 

The supervising physician and surgeon may, at his or her discretion, in consultation with 
the nurse practitioner, certified nurse-midwife, or physician assistant, provide written 
instructions to be followed by a medical assistant in the performance of tasks or 
supportive services. These written instructions may provide that the supervisory function 
for the medical assistant for these tasks or supportive services may be delegated to the 
nurse practitioner, certified nurse-midwife, or physician assistant within the standardized 
procedures or protocol, and that tasks may be performed when the supervising 
physician and surgeon is not onsite, if either of the following apply: 

	 The nurse practitioner or certified nurse-midwife is functioning pursuant to 
standardized procedures, as defined by Section 2725, or protocol. The 
standardized procedures or protocol, including instructions for specific 
authorizations, shall be developed and approved by the supervising physician 
and surgeon and the nurse practitioner or certified nurse-midwife. 

	 The physician assistant is functioning pursuant to regulated services defined in 
Section 3502, including instructions for specific authorizations, and is approved 
to do so by the supervising physician and surgeon. 
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Additionally, Business and Professions Code Section 2069(b)(3) states that, 
“Supervision” means the supervision of procedures authorized by this section by the 
following practitioners, within the scope of their respective practices, who shall be 
physically present in the treatment facility during the performance of those procedures: 

 A licensed physician and surgeon 

 A licensed podiatrist 

 A physician assistant, nurse practitioner, or certified nurse-midwife 

Business and Professions Code Section 2069(b)(2) states, “Specific authorization” 
means a specific written order prepared by the supervising physician and surgeon or 
the supervising podiatrist, or the physician assistant, the nurse practitioner, or the 
certified nurse-midwife as provided in subdivision (a), authorizing the procedures to be 
performed on a patient, which shall be placed in the patient’s medical record, or a 
standing order prepared by the supervising physician and surgeon or the supervising 
podiatrist, or the physician assistant, the nurse practitioner, or the certified nurse-
midwife as provided in subdivision (a), authorizing the procedures to be performed, the 
duration of which shall be consistent with accepted medical practice. A notation of the 
standing order shall be placed on the patient’s medical record. 

For further information concerning medical assistants, visit the Medical Board of 
California's website at: 

http://www.mbc.ca.gov/Licensees/Physicians_and_Surgeons/Medical_Assistants/ 
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